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1. In response to the appeal of Richard Krieger from the Agency’s non-responsi 
to his request for documents and records concerning the alleged illegal entry of 
Tscherim Soobzokov into the United States after World War II all records of the 
Office of Security have been searched. (U) 

2. The Office of Security does not have any records relating to the visa 

application made by Soobzokov or the issuance of the visa. Nor does the Office of 
Security have any documents which indicate that any assistance was rendered Soobzoi 
to gain entry into the United States or to gain citizenship. (U) 9 

3. Soobzokov was a covert agent of this Agency from 1953 to 1959 and in this 
connection the Office of Security has a number of documents compiled in regard to I 
requests for operational approvals. In addition, a number of documents in security 
records pertain to a request by the Department of Justice to use six Agency documei 
in the prosecution of denaturalization proceedings against Soobzokov. All of the 
correspondence carried on with the Department of Justice on this matter was classi: 
SECRET. There has been media dissemination that the Justice Department in July 19' 
dropped its suit to deport Soobzokov for concealing his membership in Nazi organi- 
zations after CIA surfaced a copy of visa application ’’form V-30." Nevertheless, 
there has been no acknowledgement by the Department of Justice or by this Agency o 
any connection of Soobzokov with this Agency. (S) 

4. The Office of Security proposes that its response to the request for any 
records of Soobzokov’ s employment by government agencies be glomerized in deferenc 
to DO equities. (S) 
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Attached is an FOIA appeal which 
was received in the Information and 
Privacy Division on: 10 MAR 80. 
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In accordance with the IPD proce 
dures, the Chairman has assigned 
action for this appeal as follows : 

C 3 and TZ 3 
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Designated Action Member (s) or 
their staff should contact me with- 
in 48 hours should there be any 
objection to the case assignment. 
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The OGC attorney assigned to 
advise you or your Appeals Officer 
regarding this case is: ; 

4= JH 

Under FOIA, APRIL - - 1980 . 

has been established as the due 
date for thiVv^ppeal. Our backlog 
will require that this case, take 
its turn on a first-in, first-out 
basis, but I urge expeditious 
processing. The Action member or 
Appeals Officer should inform me if 
it will be necessary to schedule 
this appeal for discussion at an 
IRC meeting. 
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Frank Askin, Esq. 

Rutgers University School of Law 
Constitutional Litigation Clinic 
15 Washington Street 
Newark, NJ 07102 


1 4 APR 1980 




Dear Mr. Askin: 


t-'M 


Your letter of 6 March 1980 was received on 10 March 
1980. Arrangements will be made for consideration of your 
appeal on behalf of your clients, Mr. Richard Krieger and 
the American Civil Liberties Union of New Jersey, by the 
Information Review Committee. 

We apologize for our tardy acknowledgement of this 
appeal. Through an administrative error, your letter failed 
to reach the proper office until 11 April 1980. 

Your letter also requested a waiver of fees in connection 
with this appeal. We note that a fee waiver was originally 
requested in Mr. Gordon's 6 August 1979 initial letter of 
request, and that the matter was subsequently treated in 
our 17 August 1979 response to Mr. Gordon. A copy of that 
letter is enclosed for your convenience. In essence, our 
position on the matter of fees is that your clients must 
accept the liability for any fees incurred subject to waiver 
of those fees if, upon completion of our search and security 
review, we are able to release any information which will 
contribute substantially to the public benefit. This ar- 
rangement was apparently agreeable to Mr. Gordon as former 
attorney for this request, and we have, in fact, proceeded 
with the processing of this request upon that basis. 

As you may be aware, we have a backlog of 400 similar 
appeals. In order to process these appeals in the most 
equitable manner possible, we have adopted the policy of 



handling appeals on a first-received, first-out basis. 
Accordingly, your appeal will be placed in queue as of 
the 10 March 1980 date of receipt. Please be assured, 
that your appeal will be processed as quickly as possible, 
and that you will be advised on the outcome as soon as our 
processing has been completed. 

Sincerely, 

Charles E. Savige 

Acting Information and Privacy Coordinator 

Enclosure 
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Information and Privacy Coordinator /Appeals 
Central Intelligence Agency 


Washington, D. C. 20505 

Res FOIA Request of Richard Krieger and the 
* - American Civil Liberties Union of New Jersey, 
‘ “ Acknowledged 8/17/79 


Dear Information and Privacy Coordinators 


On August 6, 1979, Gary Gordon, Esq., submitted a request 
on behalf of Mr ." Richard "Krieger and* the American Civil Liberties 
Union of New Jersey for certain documents and records concerning 
the alleged illegal entry of Tscherim Soobzokov to this country 
after World War II. Receipt of that request was acknowledged on 
August 17, 1979, but no further communication has been received 
by Mr. Gordon or his clients since. I am now representing the 
FOIA petitioners in place of Mr. Gordon. Pursuant to 
Section 552(a) (6) (A) (i) , we shall treat the failure of the agency 
to act upon our request within the statutorily designated period 
as a denial of our FOIA request and herewith appeal from that 
denial. ’ - - - - 

- • In order to avoid any misunderstanding, particularly in 
light of the recent action of the United States government seeking 
to denaturalize Mr. Soobzokov, I should like to clarify the nature 
of our request. 

* * • . - . ■ 

What we seek are all documents, records and correspondence 
in your possession relating to the visa application made by 
Tscherim Soobzokov for Soviet, non-preference visa No. 1043 and 
the issuance of said visa, including but not limited to all records 
of intervention by departments and agencies of the United States 
government which may have intervened in regard to or assisted in 
the issuance of said visa, and any and all inter-agency correspondence 
in the matter? and any and all records of prior or subsequent 
employment of Mr. Soobzokov by these or other governmental agencies, 
since these records may demonstrate services rendered or anticipated 


Counsel: Trunk AjWn, Eaq. — D*r1<J Dubell, Esq., Member, Mnr York Bar only — Eric NeUaer, Beq., Member, New York and Maaeacbuaett* 
Bats only — Jonathan M. Hyman, Beq., AdministratlT# Director 
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or assistance given by Mr. Soobzokov to government agencies in 
exchange for his allegedly illegal entry or allegedly illegal 
citizenship in the United States. 


Except for information contained in Mr. Soobzokov*s visa 
application itself, my clients do not seek disclosure of any 

g private detai 1 s _c one ernina - Mr . - S oob zoko vis- personal^ i f e-^^and T 
^he^goveriment^elieyeSithatlrelease. of^ ^that v document at thi s time 
ould .b£Jlnim^ denatural-i^ 

zation.. proceeding we^are willing Jtp. accept .thatdetermination peno; 
&ng'JAe,'outcome . /Howevejf, dn the absence '~otf 

fsuc h, a fo rmal claiiy that release of thi s^documen t^would-in t er fere 

i^t H^n,o~hgo ingZenr or cement, proceeding, wedo not believe tha t? , 

ts^release would constitute an "unwar ra rited lh va s ion of per s onal^ 



^ privacy ywHicK~^^3^utHbrite^withhbIdrng, Department ofthe Air 
Force V. Rose, 425 U.S. 378 (1976). For the same reasons we 


outline below that the release of the other sought documents would 
clearly be within the public interest in knowing how public business 
is being carried out, the details of Mr. Soobzokov* s visa applica- 
tion are pertinent to the actions taken by U.S. consular and 
immigration officials in regard thereto. 


The remaining documents we seek deal exclusively with the 
conduct of public officials and do not fall within any protected 
zone of privacy. What they will demonstrate is whether any 
improper influence was exerted by any governmental agency or 
officials to procure an immigrant visa for an individual who may 
have been ineligible to receive such a visa. As one court has 
so aptly noted, "The public has an interest in whether public 
servants carry out their duties in an efficient and law-abiding 
manner." Columbia Packing Co. v. United States Dept, of Agriculture, 
417 F. Supp. 651, 655 (D.C. Mass. 1976). 

If access is denied to any part of the requested records, 
please describe the deleted material in detail and specify the 
statutory basis for the denial as well as your reasons for believing 
that the alleged statutory justification applies. Please 
separately state your reasons for not inovking your discretionary 
powers to release the requested documents in the public interest. 

We request that you waive any applicable fees since dis- 
closure meets the statutory standard for waiver of fees in that it 
^buld clearly be "in the public interest, because furnishing the 
information can be considered as primarily benefitting the general 
public." (5 U.S.C. S 552(a)(4)(A)). The information sought is 
an important matter which is clearly in the public interest. In 
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this regard, we further point out that the ACLU is a non-profit 
organization which intends to give the requested information the 
widest possible circulation. 

If you have any questions regarding this request, please 
telephone me at the above number. 

Wa await your prompt reply. 

Sincerely, 

Frank Askin 

Attorney for Applicants 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


^ . 3 


«.vto Boss Buckley, Attorney in Charge 
rrHOfi Ereedcm of Informatian/Privacy Act Unit 
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TO* 


Criminal Division 
Freedom of Information Act Bequest - Richard Krieger 5383 


George W. Owens 

Information and Privacy Act Coordinator 
Central Intelligence Agency 
loom 2E42 
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Hie attached request was directed to this Division. 
Since it involves records iraintained by your Division (Office, 
Bureau) , we are referring the request to you. 
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HU This Division will also process. . 
jono/ Ihis Division will not process. 

^ Requester has been advised of this referral. 
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f oat*. August 20, 1979 . 

Walter J. Rockier, Director 
. . Office of Special Investigations 

»u»jkcti FOIA Request 


to. E. Ross Buckley 

Attorney in Charge, FOIA 
Criminal Division 


■% t lb STATES GOVERNMENT. 


146-2-47 






• ••• • 


We have received the enclosed letter which purported to 
make a request under FOIA as to a CIA file or files. 

I am enclosing a copy of my response to this letter. >■; 


Enclosure 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

■ • \ WASHINGTON, D.C. *0530 . j _ ': vi ' if' ’ /j/^T " ? "v 

• August 20, 1979 ■ : . V,; vv'o-I^-’ 


Mr. Richard Krieger 

Executive Director 

Jewish Federation of North Jersey 

One Pike Drive 

Wayne, New Jersey 07470 
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Dear Mr. Krieger: ; ; ^ . j 

. . . .-■'•■ • . .. 

T have received your letter of August 3, 1979, * : *v^r Vr * • 
and appreciate your views. • - •*■-•.?• * ;.~v. : yfs^&r:r 


We are not in a position to comment on any particular 
case which we may or may not be considering. It is the 
policy of the Office and the Department of Justice not 
to discuss ongoing investigations. . : • “ 

' ". Since you have stated a request under the Freedom 
of Information Act with respect to a CIA file, which 
is outside my jurisdiction, I am forwarding your request 
to the appropriate FOIA Office. .... • . 
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Sincerely yours. 






Walter J. Rockier ^ r 

Director, Office of Special Investigations 




cc: Nazi War Criminal WF 

Soobzokov File. 
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One Pike Drive, Wayne, New Jersey 07470 □ Tel. 595-0555 
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Mr. Walter J. Rockier, Director 
Office of Special Investigations 
Criminal Division 
Department of Justice 
PvQ. Box 28603 
Washington, DC 20005 

Dear Mr. Rockier: - * 
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My belated congratulations on the Appeals Court position that 

was taken In the Federenko Case. The decision rendered by that * * 

Federal Court of Appeals opens up a number of Interesting avenues. - 

I am, therefore, requesting that the case of Tscherlra Soobzokov 4^ 
be fully opened on the basis of the Federenko decision. * 

Soobzokov’s Application For Immigration to this country specifically 
omitted his membership In the Waffin SS and specifically omitted 
his membership In the Circassian Legion, which was part of the S'-Wi&r: 
Elnsatzgruppeh. Since these material facts might presumably have 4 4 
kept him from being permitted Into the country at that time. It > 
would appear that they were specifically and deliberately omitted. 

This being the case and with the Federenko decision as a precedent, 
the Soobzokov case should be fully opened for Investigation and .y, V l ^ 
for further action. 
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At the same time, I am requesting under the Freedom of Information 
Act that the file on Tscherlm Soobzokov, that Is In the possession, 
of the CIA, be released and that the CIA be enjoined from both, 
withholding Information on Soobzokov or from destroying any of . 
the Soobzokov file. rl: ■ 
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I would then request an Investigation of the file by your unit and 
■ any other units of the Department of Justice*to ascertain if • : ' r -r 
' Soobzokov has been involved. In any criminal activities that would 
nake him an undesirable member of our American society. : ^ 


I look forward to your reply. 
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Sincerely, 


; 4 >'. i- . 



Richard Krieger 
Executive Director 
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Gary D. Gordon, Staff Counsel 
American Civil Liberties Union of New Jersey 
45 Academy Street 
Newark, NJ 07102 


Dear Mr, Gordon: 


/This will acknowledge receipt of your letter of 
0 August requesting, under the terms of the Freedom of 
Information Act and on behalf of your client, Richard 
Krieger, information in Agency files on the entry of * ■ 

Tscherim Soobzokov into the United States, 

I shall arrange for a search of CIA files and shall be 
in further communication with you once the search has been 
completed and any records found reviewed for relevance and 
releasability under the Act. 


\7- . 4* * 


As you may know, the heavy volume of Freedom of Infor- 
mation requests received by the Agency has resulted in 
processing backlogs. Since we will be unable to respond 
within the 10 working days stipulated by the Act, it is your 
right to construe this as a denial, subject to appeal to the 
CIA Information Review Committee. It would seem more reason* 
able, however, for us to continue processing your request 
and to respond as soon as feasible. Any denial of records 
could be appealed at that time. Unless we hear from you 
otherwise, we will assume that thi* is agreeable to you and 
proceed on this basis. . 

For your information, I am enclosing a copy of our fee 
schedule. I note your request for a waiver of fees. It is 
CIA policy to waive fees based on public benefit expected to 
result from releasable information. If, upon completion of 
our search and security review, we are able to release /.,*'< 
information which increases public knowledge above that 
which can be learned from information already in the public : 
domain, we can reduce or waive fees entirely. However, 
until that can be ascertained, we presume that you will pay . 
for services involved in processing your request according 
to the enclosed schedule. If this arrangement is not agree- 
able to you, please so inform me at once. : -/•/* 




?v V*V*v:*^ V‘'*V - r 




* . v v^v * ****** • •■■***- 

**\-*^>* *•• 1 >-.* X •* v « 

'■ i:. i *. * , 

a ~ *•; *■ .* 'Y * r-jX -7 ; * 










You have also asked for Information on "other alleged 
Nazi collaborators." We cannot process this portion of your 
request unless you can furnish us with the names of the 
alleged collaborators and whatever additional identifying 
information that is available to you. You also mentioned 
information from Mr. Soobrokov's military records. If you 
refer to U.S. military records, the Agency would not have 
any such documents. I suggest, therefore, that you also may 
wish to submit your request to the Department of Defense, 
which was not among the government agencies mentioned in 
your letter. 


Sincerely, 

George W. Owens 

Information and Privacy Coordinator 

Enclosure 
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AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION OF<4 NEW JERSEY 

45 ACADEMY STREET, NEWARK, N. X 071 02 
201-642*2054 


. - . l k gf -< 



August 6, 1979 
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Central Intelligence Agency 
Information and Privacy Coordinator 

Washington, D.C. 20505 V. ‘ . 

Dear Sir or Madam: 

i •*? I* ; V ' * ; . x * ; : . - . • • 

This letter Is written on behalf of the American Civil Liberties Union 
of New Jersey and Mr. pi f hard Krleoer. Pursuant to the Federal Freedom of 
Information Act, they wish to obtain access to and the opportunity to copy 
and Inspect any and all documents, memoranda, directives, letters, or other 
records, pertaining to the entry of Tscherim Soobzokov and other alleged 
Nazi collaborators Into the United States. Mr. Soobzokov Is an alleged Nazi 
collaborator who arrived In the United States on June 28, 1955 pursuant to 
a visitor's pass from Jordan. Mr. Krieger and the American Civil Liberties 
Union desire access to any records, memoranda etc. concerning Mr. Soobzokov's 
allegedly illlega'Lentry into the United States Including, but not limited 
to the following: ©Any Information revealed IruWr. Soobzokov's military re- 
cords relating to nls allegedly Illegal entry^records or documents concern- 
ing any assistance and/or help given by any United States Intelligence agencies 
Including, but not limited to, the Federal Bureau of Investigation, the Cen- 
tral Intelligence Agency, the General Accounting Office, and the Immigration 
and Naturalization Service In aiding or assisting the allegedly Illegal en- 
try of Mr. Soobzokov Into the United StatesJ0any records, documents, etc. 
relating to services rendered or assistance given by Mr. Soobzokov to said 
agencies In exchange for his allegedlyvlllegal entry or allegedly Illegal 
citizenship to the United States; am^lnformatlon revealed In any polygraph 
examinations administered to Mr. Soobzokov or to any Individual which re- 
flects or evidences Mr. Soobzokov's allegedly illegal entry Into the United 
States. Except for Information relating to Mr. Soobzokov's allegedly Il- 
legal entry Into the United States, my clients do not seek disclosure of 
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Intimate private details about Mr. Soobzokov’s personal life. In addition 
to the foregoing, n\y clients seek the same information concerning those in- 
dividuals similarly situated to Mr. Soobzokov who have allegedly entered v ? . 
the country illegally. 

• Since none of the statutory exceptions from the Information Act's manda- ' 
tory disclosure provisions applies, access to the requested records should be 
granted within ten (10) working days. In the unlikely event, however, that 
access is denied to any part of the requested records, please describe the de- 
leted material in detail and specify the statutory basis for the denial as well 
as your reasons for believing that the alleged statutory justification' applies 
In this instance. Please separately state your reasons for not invoking your v. 
discretionary powers to release the requested documents in the public interest. 
Such statements will be helpful to iqy clients in deciding whether to appeal . f 
an adverse determination, and in formulating their arguments in case they do ^ 
appeal. The Agency's written justifications might also help to avoid possible 
unnecessary litigation. 

- We anticipate, however, that you will make the requested materials avail- 
able to Mr. Krleger and the American Civil Liberties Union within the statu- '-V-:'. 
torily prescribed period. We thus request, as Well, that you waive any appli-; 
cable fees since disclosure meets the statutory standard for waiver of fees 
tn that It would clearly be "In the public Interest, because furnishing the 
Information can be considered as primarily benefiting the general public." 

(5 U.S.C. 5552(a)(4)(A) ). The Information sought Is an Important matter *' 
which Is clearly In the public Interest. In this regard, we further point - 
out that the ACLU Is a non-profit organization which Intends to give the 
requested information the widest possible circulation. 

” : - If you have any questions regarding this request, please telephone me ' A-,- 
at the above number. .... 


We await your prompt reply. 


Sincerely, 



Gajc/ D. Gordon 
Staff Counsel 


GDG/mr 


